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Constitutional Basis for Inter-State Water Disputes
Article 246: Distribution of Legislative Powers
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The Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 was enacted under Article 262 to provide a statutory 
mechanism for adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter-State rivers and river valleys

Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956
Broad framework under the statutory mechanism enacted pursuant to Article 262.
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Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956
Broad framework under the statutory mechanism enacted pursuant to Article 262.
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Water Tribunals: Experience of the System
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TRIBUNAL CONSTITUTION REPORT u/s 
5(2)

REPORT u/s 
5(3)

PRESENT STATUS

Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal 
(GWDT)

Apr. 1969 Nov. 1979 Jul. 1980 Final Award notified; dissolved

Krishna Water Disputes Tribunal-I 
(KWDT-I)

Apr. 1969 Dec. 1973 May 1976 Final Award notified; dissolved

Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal 
(NWDT)

Oct. 1969 Aug. 1978 Dec. 1979 Final Award notified; dissolved

Ravi-Beas Water Tribunal (RBWT) 02 Apr. 1986 30 Jan. 1987 Pending Pending further report/decision; matter sub-judice

Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal 
(CWDT)

02 Jun. 1990 Feb, 2007 __ Award published in 2013 and subsequently merged 
with SC judgment dated 16.02.2018; dissolved

Krishna Water Dispute Tribunal-II 
(KWDT-II)

02 Apr. 2004 30 Dec. 2010 29 Nov. 2013 Award not published; further proceedings ongoing

Mahadayi Water Dispute Tribunal 16 Nov. 2010 14 Aug. 2018 — Further references pending; matter sub-judice

Vansadhara Water Disputes Tribunal 
(VWDT)

24 Feb. 2010 13 Sep. 2017 21 Jun. 2021 Final Award notified on 30 Mar. 2026; dissolved

Mahanadi Water Dispute Tribunal 12 Mar. 2018 Pending References under adjudication; matter sub-judice

A consolidated view of constitution, reporting milestones and present status.
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What Does the Tribunal Experience Reveal?
Seven recurring issues identified from the tribunal experience.
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Scope for Improvement: Before Adjudication
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Prevent disputes from becoming prolonged litigation.
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Scope for Improvement: Functioning of Tribunals
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Make adjudication more efficient, continuous and technically sound.
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Scope for Improvement: From Adjudication to Final Resolution
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A tribunal decision should lead to closure and implementation
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Concluding Perspective
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Lessons from the Tribunal Experience
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